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THE CHIEF’S DESK 

PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS  

January 11, 2013 
 

WO-Business Operations: Forest Service saves millions 
Last month, the Administration announced that federal contract spending in FY12 decreased by 

more than $20 billion compared to FY11 levels – the largest single-year dollar decrease in 

history.  The Forest Service contributed well more than $25 million to that result. For more 

information on how money was saved, visit the Forest Service Acquisition Savings Plan website 

and view the OMB savings announcement.  

 

WO-Engineering:  Green energy system dedicated in San Dimas 
The San Dimas Technology & Development Center recently dedicated their new photovoltaic 

system composed of 1,288 ground-mounted solar panels installed on 1.5 acres. The center is the 

first “net-zero” facility within USDA, which means the site will produce and export as much 

energy every year as it consumes. The project was funded in part through the Recovery Act. 

 

WO-Conservation Education:  “Discover the Forest” campaign in doctors’ offices 

The “Discover the Forest” public service advertising campaign, in partnership with the Ad 

Council, has been receiving high visibility patient waiting rooms in medical facilities across the 

country.  In 2012, the campaign featuring the Lorax reached an estimated 15.4 million viewers 

on closed-circuit television.  

 

R1: Online registration for Northern Region University is now available 

Northern Region University 2013 is scheduled for April 1-5 at the University of Montana.  There 

are more than 70 classes scheduled in the administrative, technical and leadership areas.  Many 

of these courses are offered free of charge.   

 

Regional Office employees help provide a happy holiday for two adopted families 

Northern Region Headquarters in Missoula, Mont., adopted two local families in need over the 

holidays. In coordination with Montana Head Start, employees raised $550 dollars in cash 

donations and donated new clothes, household items, toys, food and hundreds of dollars in gift 

cards. 

 

R2: School field trip near Pike and San Isabel National Forests 

South Park District employee Nick DiGiacco hosted a conservation education program and field 

trip for 3
rd

 graders at Aurora Public School. The children learned about water, fire, and habitats. 
 

R4: Carson Valley Trails Association builds Sierra Canyon Trail Bridge  
Four Carson Valley Trails Association members built an 18-foot-long trail bridge in five days.  

The non-motorized bridge accommodates hikers, mountain bikers and equestrians, and replaces 

an old twisted and uneven log that was placed across the creek many years ago on the Humboldt-

Toiyabe National Forest.  
 

R5: Ski with a Ranger at Heavenly Mountain Resort 

The Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit is offering the public a chance to Ski with a Ranger at 

Heavenly Mountain Resort. Ski with a Ranger interpretive tours run from Jan. 18 - April 12, and 

http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/aqm/savings/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/12/06/historic-savings-contracting-and-plans-more
http://www.discovertheforest.org/
http://www.umt.edu/ce/cps/nru/
http://www.fs.usda.gov/htnf
http://www.fs.usda.gov/htnf
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allow skiers an opportunity to learn about the mission and role of the Forest Service in ski area 

management, improve their understanding of natural resource issues. 

 

Pacific Region students participate in Tree by Tree campaign via social media 

Students from 17 schools in southern California will participate in a 5-week social media 

campaign designed to help them become champions for the environment. Through the 

TreeByTree campaign, which calls for students to submit weekly photos of their school’s 

environmental activities, youth from the schools will vie for an all-expenses-paid trip to the 

Angeles National Forest. The winning schools will join TreePeople’s effort to restore fire-

damaged ecosystems by planting native seedlings.  The campaign kicked off on Facebook and 

Twitter @SCE on Jan. 9 
 

R8: Tornado ravages seed orchard and longleaf stands in Mississippi 

A Christmas Day tornado damaged or destroyed 20 percent of the Southern Region’s seed 

orchard in Wiggins, Miss., and toppled about 75 percent of Florida longleaf trees in the orchard. 

Region 8 employees are assessing impacts on present and future longleaf restoration efforts in 

the states of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Florida that depend on the orchard for seed 

and scion material. 

 

Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie’s winter lecture series begins 

On Jan. 17, the Thursday Night Lecture Series at  the Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie will 

kick-off with a showing of “Everglades of the North,” a documentary film about the Grand 

Kankakee Marsh. The area was once one of the largest wetlands in North America with some of 

the highest concentrations of wildlife on the planet. 
 

R10: Earthquake strikes on Tongass National Forest 

A magnitude 7.5 earthquake struck at midnight on Jan. 4, 60 miles west of Craig, Alaska on the 

Tongass National Forest. The quake was widely felt in Southeast Alaska, but there were no 

reports of damage. A tsunami warning was issued for hundreds of miles of Alaskan and 

Canadian coastline, but later cancelled when communities reported only small changes in sea 

level.  
 

FPL: Estimating biomass supply for biofuels production 

The latest Journal of Sustainable Forestry features the Forest Service-authored publication 

“Forest-Based Biomass Supply Curves for the United States.”  In this study, researchers 

estimated county-level supply curves for forest-based biomass to evaluate their potential 

contributions to producing biofuels. The article is a part of a special issue of the journal focusing 

on sustainable wood bioenergy in the United States.  

 

NRS: Researchers part of webinar panel on managing urban forests 

Morgan Grove, a research forester with the Northern Research Station, and Jarlath O’Neil-

Dunne, NRS/University of Vermont researcher, are among the experts who will present a 

webinar on Jan. 16 on managing urban forests. Their segments will focus on tree plantings, new 

tools for urban foresters and urban tree canopy assessments. 

 

PNW: Report summarizes 2011 Northwest forest industry data 

The station has published the latest edition of Production, Prices, Employment, and Trade in 

Northwest Forest Industries, a report that provides current information on lumber and plywood 

production and prices, employment in the forest industries, and other related items. The report 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/angeles
http://www.facebook.com/SCE/TreeByTree
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/midewin/home/?cid=stelprdb5342726&width=full
http://www.fs.usda.gov/midewin
http://www.fs.usda.gov/tongass/
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/QKvpGSSGUWkQ2A8Cx7hP/full
http://www.treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/42317
http://www.treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/42317


3 
 

presents the 2011 data quarterly and provides a snapshot of the timber situation in Alaska, 

Washington, Oregon, California, Montana, Idaho and British Columbia.  

 

Station welcomes new Acting Director 
On Jan. 7, Rob Mangold began serving as Acting Station Director.  Mangold replaces Bov Eav 

who retired last month. Prior to his recent appointment, Mangold was Acting Associate Chief for 

Research & Development and Director of Forest Health Protection in the Washington 

Office.                     

 

RMRS: Scientists present at fire congress  

Rocky Mountain Research Station was well-represented at the 5
th

 International Association of 

Fire Ecology and Management Congress recently held in Portland, Ore. Scientists from the 

Station presented talks and moderated sessions on technology, wildfire and native species 

management. 

 

Science You Can Use Bulletin is now available 

This issue grapples with how the desert shrub blackbrush and its desert ecosystem are responding 

to climate change. Blackbrush is dominant on more than 3million acres of the transition zone 

between the cold desert of the Great Basin and the warm desert of the southwestern United 

States. It has been the subject of decades of work by Rocky Mountain Research Station 

scientists.  

 

SRS: Newly published article available on Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 

Project Leader Jim Vose and his colleagues recently published the article “Hemlock Woolly 

Adelgid in the Southern Appalachians: Control strategies, ecological impacts, and potential 

management responses” in the Forest Ecology and Management journal.  

 

Press Announcements 
 

722-mile White River, watershed designated as second National Blueway  

WASHINGTON, Jan. 9, 2013 -- The 700-plus-mile White River and its watershed, which 

includes two national forests and flows through Arkansas and Missouri, is now the second 

National Blueway river system in the U.S. after a dedication ceremony Wednesday, Jan. 9, in 

Little Rock, Ark. “The designation of the White River watershed as a National Blueway 

demonstrates the Obama Administration’s continued commitment to the protection of public and 

working lands that are crucial to the growth and revitalization of rural America,” said 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack.  

US Forest Service announces participation in 2013 fee-free days  
WASHINGTON, Jan. 8, 2013 – The U.S. Forest Service joins other federal agencies in offering 

fee-free days on public lands in 2013, beginning Jan. 21 in conjunction with Martin Luther King 

Jr. Day. That day marks the first of four fee-free days the Forest Service is offering the public in 

2013. “Your national forests and grasslands are a bargain any day of the year, but even more so 

on fee-free days,” said U.S. Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell. “Whether you stay for a few 

hours or a few days, your public lands are some of the best travel bargains in the nation.” 

Press Interviews 
 

Jan. 11: Under Secretary Harris Sherman on the Carbon Challenge Green Building Contest, 

Baltimore Sun. 

http://www.fs.fed.us/rm/science-application-integration/docs/science-you-can-use/2013-01.pdf
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/42423
http://www.fs.fed.us/aboutus/chief/
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Executive Travel 

 
Chief Tidwell will participate on a plenary panel for the National Council of Sciences and the 

Environment at the 2013 Disasters and the Environment Conference on Jan. 16.  

 

Deputy Chief Jim Reaves and WO R&D leadership will be traveling to Newtown Square, Pa to conduct 

a Research & Development Deputy Chief's Review of the Northern Research Station on Jan. 16-18. 

Deputy Chief Reaves will also attend a co-sponsored event called Carbon Challenge Design Competition 

Kick Celebration in Baltimore, Md on Jan. 15.  This event is in support of the Secretary's Green Building 

Strategy.  

 

Personnel News 

 
Mary Beth Borst will be the Acting Regional Forester for the Eastern Region effective today until 

further notice. 

 

Chief Tidwell is on Twitter! To get the latest from the Chief's desk and from the road, follow 

@forestservice and look for #FSChief. We have more than 29,000 followers and growing every day. 

 

People, Places and Things is compiled by the Office of Communication from input by field units 

and Washington Office staffs. Field units need to submit items through their R/S/A PAO offices, 

which approve and prioritize submissions that are due by 5 p.m. Eastern Time Wednesdays. Please 

send submissions to the WO Weekly Report inbox at “FS-wo Weekly Report.” An archive of back 

issues is available online.  

http://twitter.com/forestservice
mailto:FS-wo%20Weekly%20Report
http://fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/

