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Senate Energy and Natural Resources Chairman Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) yesterday said he is 

concerned about proposals to place federal lands into private management, a sign that he opposes 

a draft bill by other members of the Oregon delegation to shift management of roughly 1.5 

million acres of federal forests to a state-appointed trust. 

While Wyden did not specifically name the year-old proposal by Reps. Peter DeFazio (D), Kurt 

Schrader (D) and Greg Walden (R) that seeks to increase timber harvests on western Oregon's 

O&C lands, he said he favors a more collaborative approach to timber management that has led 

to increased harvests in eastern Oregon. 

At a hearing yesterday to discuss the Forest Service's fiscal 2014 budget request, Wyden asked 

Chief Tom Tidwell for his thoughts on the matter. 

"What is most likely to produce an increase in the harvests in a sustained way?" Wdyen asked. 

"Is it the collaborative approach, the way they're doing in John Day [Ore.] ... or is it more likely 

that the harvest will get up in a sustained way by in effect taking federal lands and putting them 

in private ownership? You know, there's talk of a reserve or something of that nature. Which of 

those two approaches, in your view, is most likely to get the harvest up in a sustained way?" 

Tidwell said he favors the collaborative approach. 

After the hearing, Wyden said he, too, does not believe proposals to allow private management 

of federal lands under state laws offer a sustainable solution to the decline in timber harvests in 

the West. 

"The history of those approaches is not very promising," he said. 

Wyden's position suggests the draft proposal by DeFazio, Schrader and Walden will face a tough 

slog in the Senate, where Wyden is leading efforts to find long-term solutions for cash-strapped 

Western counties. 

The DeFazio-Schrader-Walden proposal would designate roughly 1.5 million acres as "O&C 

Trust lands," which would remain under federal ownership but be managed by a state-appointed 
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board and be exempt from certain environmental laws including the National Environmental 

Policy Act and provisions of the Endangered Species Act (Greenwire, Feb. 22, 2012). The idea 

was to revive timber harvests, which declined precipitously in the 1990s, putting a strain on 

county budgets. Most environmental groups have opposed the proposal. 

The draft plan would also designate nearly 100,000 acres of new wilderness, establish wild and 

scenic rivers and set first-ever statutory protections for old-growth trees. 

DeFazio in late February expressed frustration that Wyden appeared unwilling to hold a hearing 

on the bill (E&ENews PM, March 1). The House Natural Resources Committee held a hearing 

on the draft last week. 

Wyden last fall said timber harvests on O&C lands must produce more commercial product and 

that they must be economically and environmentally sustainable (Greenwire, Oct. 10, 2012). He 

indicated that logging regimes could follow the ecological forestry principles developed by 

forestry professors Norm Johnson and Jerry Franklin, which the Bureau of Land Management 

has used in a handful of pilot projects in western Oregon (Greenwire, Aug. 6, 2012). But he said 

proposals to lift federal laws will be a tough sell in the Senate. 
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